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Foreword 


On  May  L'6th,  1924,  President  Coolidge  approved 
the  immigration  bill  under  protest,  his  protest  be- 
ing based  on  the  inclusion  in  the  bill  of  a  general 
provision  excluding  aliens  ineligible  to  citizen- 
ship. Relying  doubtless  upon  assurances  of  Sec- 
retary  of  State  Hughes,  the  President  insisted 
thai  exclusion,  so  far  as  concerns  Japanese,  could 
be  accomplished  equally  effectively  and  without 
injury  to  Japan's  feelings  by  agreement,  or  treaty, 
or  by  giving  Japan  place  in  the  quota.  Congress 
almost  unanimously,  and  without  regard  for  part) 
or   district   affiliations,    held    to   the    contrary. 

Subsequently,  in  answer  to  Japan's  protest.  Sec- 
retary Hughes,  in  a  dignified,  courteous  and  states- 
manlike document,  advised  Japan  that  Congress 
had  acted  entirely  within  its  rights  and  without 
any  intent  to  insult  Japan  or  hurt  her  pride,  and 
that    the    matter    was    ended. 

President  Coolidge,  in  accepting  the  Republican 
nomination  for  re-election  August  14th,  said:  "I 
should  have  preferred  to  continue  the  policy  of 
Japanese  exclusion  by  some  method  less  likelj 
to  offend  the  sensibilities  of  the  Japanese  people. 
I  did  what  I  could  to  minimize  any  harm  that 
might  arise.  But  the  law  has  been  passed  and 
approved,  and  the  incident  is  closed.  We  must 
seek  by  some  means  besides  immigration  to  demon- 
strate the  friendship  and  respect  which  we  feel  foi 
the  Japanese  nation.  Restricted  immigration  it- 
not  an  offensive  but  a  purely  defensive  action.  It 
is  not  adopted  in  criticism  of  others  in  the  slightest 
degree,  but  solely  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
ourselves.  We  cast  no  aspersions  on  any  race  or 
creed,  but  we  must  remember  that  every  object  of 
our  institutions  of  society  and  government  will  fail 
unless  America  be  kept  American." 

The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  of 
America,  acting  through  its  subsidiary  organiza- 
tion, the  Commission  for  International  Goodwill,  and 
with  co-operation  of  various  other  associations, 
inaugurated     a     campaign     to    induce    Congress    to 


dices  and  feelings,  regardless  of  conditions  and  my 
permanent  interests,  but  rather  he  who,  even  :it 
the  risk  of  injuring  my  pride  and  jeopardizing  our 
friendly  relations,  acquaints  me  frankly  with  the 
facts  and  submits  them  to  my  judgment  for  deci- 
sion. It  is  in  the  belief  that  you  entertain  similar 
views,  and  with  appreciation  of  your  position  as  a 
leader  of  Japanese  thought  in  California,  that  I 
submit  these  suggestions  for  your  consideration. 
The   Unwise   Counsel   of   Friends 

"In  the  matUr  of  Japanese  immigration  to  this 
country  Japan,  in  my  judgment,  has  been  induced 
within  the  past  six  months  to  place  herself  in  a 
false  and  embarrassing  position  by  listening  to 
the  unwise  counsel  of  those  in  this  country  whom 
she    regards    as    her    friends. 

"She  was  encouraged  by  these  friends  to  request 
from  Congress  and  this  nation  action  which  could 
not  be  taken  without  violation  of  the  statutes  and 
policies  which  have  governed  our  conduct  in  such 
matters  since  the  nation  began.  She  is  now  being 
encouraged  by  the  same  parties  to  persist  in  this 
course  with  the  assurance  that  the  action  taken 
by  Congress  is  not  endorsed  by  public  sentiment, 
and  that  therefore  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
exclusion   measure   can   be   readily   secured. 

"I  do  not  question  the  good  faith  of  these  friends 
of  Japan.  I  do  question  their  discretion.  They 
are  either  ignorant  of,  or  blind  to,  the  fundamental 
facts  and  principles  in  the  case.  For  reasons  ex- 
plained hereafter,  Congress  had  no  alternative  than 
to  follow  the  course  adopted,  it  will  not  undo  what 
has  been  done,  and,  under  existing  conditions,  the 
American  people  will  not  permit  it  to  retrace  the 
steps   taken. 

Congress,  in  this  matter,  acted  in  strict  accord 
with  the  long  established  laws  and  policies  of  the 
nation,  which  have  for  their  object  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  country  for  the  white  race,  as  Japan 
is  governed  in  her  immigration  and  other  policies 
by  the  obvious  necessity  for  preservation  of  Japan 
for  the  Japanese.  Until  our  laws  and  policies  are 
changed  at  the  demand  of  public  opinion,  Congress 
must  continue  to  maintain  its  present  attitude. 
Appreciation  of  Japan'6  Feelings 

"I    say    this    with    full    and    sympathetic    under- 
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The  privilege  of  naturalization  was  limited  by 
Federal  Statute  in  1790  to  persons  of  the  white 
race.     After  the    Civil   War   that  privilege    was   ex- 
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ly    nations ;    and    it    was    agreed    that    should    the 
plan    fail    to   accomplish    its   purpose,    an   Exclusion 
law  should  be  enacted  against  Japan. 
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■Congress  determined,  therefore,  that  the  agree- 
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duced  the  action  by  Congress,  and  a  belief  that 
it  was  inspired  by  dislike  for,  or  intent  to  injure  or 
insult  Japan,  or  the  Japanese,  are  creating  a  feel- 
ing of  animosity  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese 
people  here  and  in  Japan,  which,  if  not  eradicated, 
may  materially  interfere  with  friendly  relations  in 
the  future.  It  is  important  that  misunderstanding 
of  this  character  be  corrected  by  authorized  state- 
ment    from    responsible    sources. 

"You  will  have  noticed  that  on  this  side  of  the 
Pacific  every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent 
growth  of  misunderstanding  or  ill  will ;  and  that 
the  four  California  organizations  most  prominent 
in  the  campaign  for  passage  of  the  exclusion  fea- 
ture of  the  Immigration  Act  have  been  equally 
insistent  on  just  and  courteous  treatment  of,  and 
friendly  relations  with,  the  Japanese  who  have 
settled  in  this  country  practically  at  the  invitation 
of    this    Government. 

"With  appreciation  of  your  friendship  and  of  the 
eilicient  work  which  you  have  done  for  your  own 
people  in  California  and  for  the  State  as  well,  in 
fostering    friendly    relations,    believe    me, 

"Sincerely   yours, 


MR.   K.   ACIKO. 
Editor  "Nichi  Bei, 
Sa  n   Francisco,  •  ''■>  I 
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